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INTERGRAIN — VALIANT CL PLUS 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (South West — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [10.04 am]: The InterGrain 
success story grows day by day with yesterday’s launch of the new wheat variety “Valiant”, the latest boost to the 
arsenal of Western Australian farmers.  
When we came to government in 2017, we reversed the plan to sell off the WA government’s share of this 
plant-breeding business to eastern states interests, so ensuring that InterGrain remained WA based. Yesterday’s 
launch is yet another endorsement of that decision. 
Valiant CL Plus is a slow-growing Australian hard wheat variety geared to early sowing and adaptable to seasonal 
variability, with strong disease resistance, good grain size and Clearfield Plus tolerance to certain pre-emergent 
herbicides. We note that one of the Clearfield genes used in the new variety was first identified by the then Department 
of Agriculture in the 1980s, and is now licensee to BASF. It is late flowering to exploit early season rains while 
minimising the vulnerability to frost—a growing threat from climate change—and to utilise the long coleoptile 
length to chase moisture. It has been named Valiant on the fiftieth anniversary of the legendary Australian car. 
Lead plant breeder Daniel Mullan describes the connection: “Just like the old Valiant utes you still see on farms, it 
moves a little slowly, is incredibly sturdy, has a lot of tools in the back, and is destined to be much admired.” Valiant 
supplies have been bulked up for the 2022 seeding program. 
Our government’s commitment to InterGrain and grains research and development continues to deliver for WA growers 
as InterGrain cements its place as the engine room for breeding new premium grain varieties. 
Congratulations to all the committed team at InterGrain and thanks to the Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development and the Grains Research and Development Corporation for contributing to the partnership. 
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